
The UK Government responded on 26 March 2015, saying: 

 We have seen nothing to suggest that Greece’s purpose in seeking mediation on this issue is 

anything other than to achieve the permanent transfer of the Parthenon sculptures now in the British 

Museum to Greece and on terms that would deny the British Museum’s right of ownership, either in 

law or as a practical reality. Given our equally clear position, this leads us to conclude that mediation 

would not carry this debate substantially forward. 

The British Museum also declined the mediation request, explaining that:  

The Trustees would want to develop existing good relations with colleagues and institutions in 

Greece, and to explore collaborative ventures, not on a government-to-government basis but directly 

between institutions. This is why we believe that UNESCO involvement is not the best way forward. 

Museums holding Greek works, whether in Greece, the UK or elsewhere in the world, are naturally 

united in a shared endeavour to show the importance of the legacy of ancient Greece. The British 

Museum is committed to playing its full part in sharing the value of that legacy for all humanity. 

There was some support in Parliament for the government to accept UNESCO’s offer of mediation. 

Three early day motions called for the government to co-operate in the process, as did a number 

of parliamentary questions from Lord Tyler and Lord Dubs. 


